
Debbie Lunny: ReconciliACTION Committee Candidate 
 
Hello! I am seeking your support of my candidacy for the ReconciliACTION Committee.  I have been 

deeply involved in the informal process that has led up to this exciting moment, where the college has 

committed to hosting an external Indigenous Advisory Circle and forming a ReconciliACTION Committee. 

I hope to be there as your representative through the delicate transitional process of formalizing JAC’s 

efforts in Indigenization and decolonization!  

 

My academic training is in feminist studies and social justice pedagogies and I have worked in human 

rights organizing in transnational contexts. I currently teach courses on decolonization in the Humanities 

department and in the Crossroads Indigenous transition program. In 2008, I co-organised the first 

college retreat on this theme, and more recently I have been coordinating Indigenous-lead teacher 

trainings and released study groups that have brought together teachers from Tech and Pre-university 

programs and Gen Ed to learn about our role in ReconciliACTION. I have attended many, and co-hosted 

one, conference on decolonization and Indigenous education. Together with colleagues from other 

cegeps and Indigenous educators and students, I am actively involved in the grassroots Intercollegiate 

Indigenizing Initiatives Network (IIIN), for which I have written two successful ECQ grant applications. 

Working closely with Indigenous students, I have sought create safer opportunities for students to speak 

directly about their educational experiences and hopes to teachers and the JAC community. I am 

familiar with the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action and CICan’s Indigenous 

Education Protocol, and, over the break, will become more familiar with the recent Missing and 

Murdered Indigenous Women Inquiry’s Calls to Justice and the Viens Commission Report on systemic 

discrimination in Quebec social services. 

 

At Abbott, I have served on JACFA, academic council, as departmental co-chair and certificate 

coordinator. I hope to bring my familiarity with the above-mentioned accountability frameworks, the 

college, and the concerns that I have heard repeatedly raised by Indigenous students about the quality 

of their education to the promising discussions and action planning at the ReconciliACTION Committee.  

That said, there is so much in this area that I am only beginning to understand, and for that reason, I can 

assure you that one of my main contributions will be to ensure that the committee has ample 

opportunity to listen to and learn from Indigenous people as we do this work together, keeping in mind 

the strong message coming from Indigenous communities –“Nothing about us, without us.” If the 

ReconciliACTION Committee forms healthy working relationships with Indigenous partners and we at 

JAC assume our responsibilities, I believe we can slowly transform the educational experience at Abbott 

in a good way. Nakurmiik, Mig’wetch and Nia:wen for considering me as your representative! 


