
Dear colleagues,

In the JACFA elections on 15 May, I am seeking another term as a faculty representative on the
Faculty Professional Development Committee.  I have been a part of this body since 2009 and I
consider it a vital pedagogical resource at our College.  I believe that my decade of experience on
the Committee is a significant strength; not only do I pride myself on knowing the rules well, but
over the years I have had a hand in writing many of them.  Furthermore, I am presently Chair of
FPDC; as this is a parity committee, the role of chair is critical in protecting faculty interests. 
Having just learnt the job, I hope to continue in the role as Chair for one more year before returning
to the Committee as a regular member, thus affording another faculty member the opportunity to
hold the position. 

Additionally, since joining the Committee in 2009, I have:

• Fought (at times, very hard) to maintain access to two-year funding, recognising that many
conferences and self-directed studies would be out of reach with just the one-year, $1000
limit.

• Worked with JACFA to prevent attempts by the administration to use FPDC funds for
institutional development.

• Worked diligently to make sure that FPDC funds are distributed to as many applicants as
possible in an effort to allow the maximum number of faculty can undertake professional
development activities.

• Given priority to new and younger faculty, recognising the strong importance that
professional development plays in the careers of new teachers.

• Fought for the continued prioritisation of self-directed study trips.  These are FPDC activities
where an individual undertakes professional development on their own and not as part of a
conference (ex. trip to museums, archaeological sites, or the United Nations).  Teachers
within the social sciences often work by themselves, and thus such trips are vital.

• Was a strong and vocal proponent of a successful faculty initiative to raise the maximum
amount of funding for individual faculty from $800-1000 ($1600-2000 for two-year
funding).

I would be honoured to serve again on the Committee as a representative for our faculty.

Respectfully,

John Serrati
HEPS


